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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT
1. Plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves and all others similarly situated (together

“Class Plaintiffs™), bring this action against the Commissioner of the Social Security
Administration Michael J. Astrue (“the Commissioner”), for bias against Social Security
disability claimants by the Queens Office of Disability Adjudication and Review (“QODAR?”),
resulting in a systematic failure to provide full and fair Social Security benefit hearings.

2; Class Plaintiffs comprise a vulnerable group of disabled individuals with
extremely limited means of subsistence. Many have profound disabilities—the kind of
disabilities, as one court put it, that “dominate life.” Notwithstanding clearly documented and
disabling medical conditions, Class Plaintiffs, and thousands like them, have diligently pressed
their rights for years—cataloging their conditions, meeting with doctors, being subjected to

innumerable tests and procedures—only to run headlong into the QODAR brick wall of bias.






